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Key Definition:  
Iconic photographs- representations of significant historical events that activate a strong 
emotional response and are reproduced across a range of media, genres or topics.  
 
Outline of Hariman and Lucaite’s Article  

I. Praise for the photograph (pg. 363)  
a. Awarded the Pulitzer Prize (ONLY time the award was given in the same year the 

photo was taken)  
b. Featured as the symbol of World War II 

II. Purpose of article 
a. Discuss why the photo was so effective 
b. View how response to the photo has changed over the years  
c. Take a look at more modern iconic photos  

III. Patterns of Political Representation: 
a. Egalitarianism 

i. Photo depicts men setting aside rank and privilege for the common good: 
our nation (pg. 370) 

b. Nationalism  
i. Positioning of the subjects: under the “almost unfurled” American flag, 

over Japanese territory. (pg. 370) 
ii. Anonymity of the soldiers: unselfconsciousness of the subjects (not 

posing), creates a truth effect (pg. 372) 
c. Civic Republicanism  

i. Politics achieves community by honoring heroes (pg. 373) 
ii. The photo represents a domestic version of masculinity (pg. 373)  

iii. 2 dimensions: heroic scale (pg. 374) and collective victory  
IV. Comparison to September 11th Iconic photo 

a. Both photos are effective and powerful because they are open to articulation  
 
Questions from Tori and McKenna:  

1. What are some modern day iconic photographs? What are some similarities between 
them and the Iwo Jima photo? 

2. Hariman and Lucaite note that Iwo Jima continued for four weeks after the iconic photo 
was taken, with over 26,000 US casualties. Why do you think the photo has become a 
model of “civic virtue” instead of a symbol of “blood sacrifice?” (pg. 371) 

3. How do you feel about the remaking of the Iwo Jima photograph for other 
uses/campaigns? 

4. How would you view the photo differently if you found out that the raising of the flag 
had been staged? 

5. Do you agree with the authors that this photo, showing civic action at its highest, has 
“condemned subsequent generations to a narrative of decline and fragmentation?” (pg. 
375)  

6. If the same photograph were taken in the Iraq war, would it have the same effect? 
7. The authors commend the photo as depicting “Six American, all for one, working 

together in victory and valor,” yet the photo depicts 6 white men raising the American 
flag.  

 


